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Saturday, February 23, 2008, was a thrilling day at the Florida 
Dressage Concours at Fox Lea Farm in Venice, Florida.  Mr. Chester “Chet”  
Braun and his beloved equine partner, Secret Ice, completed their dressage test 
and became the newest addition to the Century Club. This award from The 
Dressage Foundation is for riders and horses whose combined ages equal or 
exceed one hundred.  Mr. Braun is eighty five and his horse is twenty. 
 

A crowd of fans turned out to cheer this gentleman through his fantastic 
showing achievement. Grooming precision for a glistening coat along with his 
beautiful button braids had the horse looking elegant.  Chet’s wife of more 
than fifty years, Betty, assisted with making sure Chet looked dapper in his 
show attire. Chet and Secret Ice aka “Prince”  have been in training for more 
than a decade with our very own Robert “Bob” Braren. Bob admitted that his 
heart was jumping in his chest as Chet and Prince entered the ring in front of 
international dressage judge, Lois Yukins.   

 
This award has been Chet’s goal for some time. Unfortunately, both 

Chet and the horse have been battling some medical issues which have kept 
them out of the show ring.  Knowing this, Bob was anxious that this would be 
the day they would meet with their deserved success.  At Chet’s final salute, no 
one could have been prouder of the pair than Bob.  Chet and Prince were 
absolutely beaming.  This sentiment, however, was shared by all in attendance, 
and echoed in the judge’s written test comments, “well done, congratulations!”  
 

Prince is a wonderful thoroughbred possessing the heart of his 
magnificent grandsire, Secretariat. He and Chet have been partners for fourteen 
years and share a bond of love and respect for each other.  Chet exclaims that 
he “could not have a more devoted horse, especially for a not so young man.”    
 

Chet enjoyed his triumphant ride in the show ring, and is currently 
making plans to return. 

 
Submitted by: 

Lisa Braren 
 
 



 
SWFDA Mi nut es,  Febr uar y 14,  2008 

 
Barb called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Linda read the previous meeting minutes.  
There were no corrections.  The minutes will stand as read.   
 
Michelle Vastola provided the Treasurer’s Report.  There is currently a bank balance of 
$5,093.81, this balance includes having paid the Civic Center and all deposits.  Michelle 
said there is a total of 10 sponsors, 3 of these being new sponsors.  Sponsorship is 
$80.00/year.  The Form is on line.  Michelle said the 1099 Forms are taken care of and 
are being sent out.  Michelle has talked with Carla’s sister about the Club’s taxes. 
 
Barb introduced Judy Gress and Jean Nadeau, who are visiting from up North until May. 
 
Karen said Lea Haven was the volunteer of the month for January.  Michelle Vastola 
asked to change the cut-off date for volunteer of the month to ensure it gets into the 
newsletter.  Votes need to be selected by the 15th of the month.  Beth will e-mail by 1st of 
the month a reminder for volunteer of the month.  Karen will have a basket at the meeting 
to drop in volunteer names or take e-mail nominees. 
 
Barb tabled the Fox Village Software status until the next meeting. 
 
Barb talked with Carla DeYorgi about new meeting places.  Carla checked out Don 
Haney’s BBQ restaurant.  They told Carla they would do separate checks for orders and 
there would be no charge for using the closed off room.  This was tabled to be voted on at 
the next meeting. 
 
Mary Whalen-Carrick talked about the tumblers.  She said we would have to supply the 
patches.  The company would insert for $3.00.  So a 16 oz tumbler is $9.50 + 3.00 insert 
fee = $12.50.  If you buy 100 the price is $9.75.  It takes 6-7 weeks to get.  Remember to 
factor in the price for the patch.  There was no decision on this issue. 
 
Barb asked for an update of our polo shirt sales.  Marrilee is the merchandise volunteer at 
our next show.  She will ask the junior riders and non-riders to go around and sell shirts.  
She suggested putting an order line onto the Prize List and into the Newsletter.   
 
Barb reminded people to submit their job descriptions and e-mail to her or Lea. 
 
Karen addressed the March show volunteers.  Susan O’Bryan mentioned she may have a 
conflict about announcing.  Barb said she can do that if Susan cannot come.  Karen needs 
a p.m. scorekeeper.  
 
Regarding the stall count issue at our shows, Barb said their were 35 stalls paid for and 
listed on our posted stall chart for Friday; 33 stalls used and counted by Lea on Saturday; 
the Civic Center said we used 37.  At the March show we will not cut the ties on Friday.  
Anyone getting a stall needs to bring something to cut the tie with them.  We will again 
count the stalls used.  Barb said she will go along with the Civic Center rep to count stalls 
to ensure an accurate count. 
 



Karen said she will take care of the show trailer hitch.  Marrilee will put the 2008 tag 
onto the trailer. 
 
Barb and Be will go to the location of the trail ride and inspect the trails on Saturday.  
She said there is another location if this one does not work out.  Barb will get back with 
Karen after Saturday’s inspection. 
 
Barb said the Civic Center has okayed our social party for the April show to use the 
pavilion on Friday.  The Civic Center said no alcohol is allowed.  Karen asked for a 
Committee to set up for the party. 
 
Discussion took place about adding links to our website, for instance if a sponsor wanted 
to be added as a link to our website.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 

     Bir thday Corner 
 

We want to wish a Happy Birthday to the following March babies: 
 

         March: 2nd- Michelle Gerlach 
    7th -  Carol Brokke 
    14th- Robin Churchill 
    14th- Judy Crouse 
    15th- Rheta Hasselbach 
    23rd- Bobbi Bullard  
    29th- Lea Haven 
    30th- Sheila Kagan 
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Breeding  +  Talent  +  Effor t  =  Success 
 

How about a debut at second level with two scores of 69% in two separate rides 
with two different judges?  Ride a horse that earns 8’s on both gaits and impulsion!  Add 
to this a rider who just turned seventeen who receives an 8 for seat and position in both 
tests!  This is something that all dressage riders dream about, but it was reality for 
Vivienne Wiederhold and her lovely mare, Donatella HW at the American Dressage 
Concours at Fox Lea Farm in Venice, Florida, on February 2nd and 3rd, 2008. 
 

As a teacher who has actively taught music to kindergarten aged children through 
adults since 1974, I have found many correlations between my profession and that of 
dressage.  I am privileged to have been involved with this sport since the eighties, and 
some things have remained unquestionably constant.  It’s a fact that to be successful at 
anything, many variables must line up and come into play.  To excel in dressage, you 
need a fabulous horse, exceptional talent of both horse and rider, and effort combined 
with consistent classical training.  Vivienne and Donatella HW have this rare 
combination. 
 

The fact is that there are several points in a dressage rider’s and horse’s career 
where the “ rubber meets the road.”   The transition from first level to second level is an 
example of one of these huge leaps.  The addition of collection at second level can be a 
stumbling block for many and stop progress through the levels for others.  Not all horses 
and riders can do collection, and many others can’ t perform it well.  Donatella HW and 
Vivienne have made this advance appear smooth, elegant, and easy. 
 

This is one example of where good breeding comes into play.  A well bred horse 
will have the mind, gaits and conformation that will make learning the sport of dressage 
through and up the levels easier. Even this is not a given, however, as one must add 
consistent and correct training to the equation.  I have told my music students too many 
times to count that talent only provides you with the opportunity to accomplish 
something wonderful.  You must take this talent and add both effort and hard work for it 
to flourish.  Stardom does not simply happen.  It’s the same with dressage. 
 

Donatella HW is a perfect example of an extremely well bred six year old mare.  
She was imported in utero by Vivienne’s mother, Irene Wiederhold, of HW Farm in Cape 
Coral.  The mare is built uphill with three expressive gaits and has an unsurpassable work 
ethic.  Donatella HW proved her overall quality as a three year old when she won the 
Champion Mare title at the Hanoverian inspection held at Canterbury Horse Park in 
Gainesville, Florida. In this case, this outstanding breeding is combined with a rider and 
an owner who have the talent and knowledge to insure that she is brought along in her 



training correctly.  To this core group is added a team of experts – their trainer, their 
farrier, and their veterinarian – who cooperatively created a list of short and long term 
goals as well as a plan to achieve them. What a fortunate situation for Donatella HW and 
Vivienne! 
 

The horse and rider must be a compatible and workable duo.  Donatella HW and 
Vivienne are an awesome pair.  The aspect of talent is not limited to the horse.  Dressage 
riders must also possess talent and potential combined with the ambition, consistency, 
and training to bring the horse to his/her full potential.  Vivienne is such a rider.  As with 
my music students; it’s easy for them to say they want to be “stars” , or want to go to 
Carnegie Hall, but the every day practice is difficult.  Many students love their lessons, 
but find it challenging to make daily work and practice a priority; but this is indeed what 
success requires and what champions are made of…choices and priorities coupled with 
plain hard work.  It’s the same for dressage.  The lessons and skills the trainer teaches 
during a lesson has homework attached that must be consistently practiced for progress to 
be shown and for horses to develop the needed musculature and strength for the various 
movements.  As with the horse, a rider’s talent merely opens a door of opportunity: the 
rider must actively walk through that door.  It’s up to the rider to bring their ability  to 
fruition.  Of course,  the work is supposed to be fun. Well, when progress is seen and 
success realized, it IS fun.  It is fun when you know that you and your horse have done 
your best and you have accomplished something.  It is fun when you are teaching your 
horse and making the art of learning dressage fun for him/her. While winning isn’ t 
everything, doing well in a show is fun; and the act of showing let’s you know where you 
stand in your training.   
 

The whole picture of excelling in dressage is intertwined with many important life 
skills and is accentuated by talent and fine breeding.  Currently, Robert Braren has the 
distinct honor and pleasure of training Vivienne and Donatella HW.  He is a trained 
teacher who has been actively involved with horses his entire life and has had the rare 
educational opportunity of working with some of the finest dressage masters the world. 
Donatella HW is one of the finest horses he has ever seen and had the privilege to work 
with, and Vivienne is an exceptionally lovely young lady who has the talent and ability to 
take her to the stars.  The pair was recently one of only a handful of junior/young riders 
accepted into the Jr/YR Clinic with Anne Gribbons and Steffen Peters in Wellington in 
early March.  Congratulations to them, and best wishes for further success!  

 
Submitted by: 

Lisa Braren 
 

Get Well Soon 
 

On the injured list are Hanna Stroemer and Sheila Kagan. Both were injured last 
month in fluke, unmounted accidents with horses. Sheila required major shoulder surgery 
and Hanna is on the sidelines with a lacerated liver. We wish them both well and hope to 
see them back in the saddle soon! 

Submitted by: 
Cathy Cottrill 
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Progress Through Changing of the Guard 

 
With the presidential campaign the topic of the day, my history classes are finally 

sinking in!  Our forefathers limited presidential reigns to stave off dictatorships and even 
incompetence, but it’s also an excellent way to keep things fresh.  While SWFDA has no 
such rules, a good leader realizes when it’s time for change; even if it means stepping 
down to force it.  We have been a well oiled machine for as long as I have seen, thanks in 
no small part to our leaders; but in recent months I have seen some dramatic changes.  It 
seems as though the heavy burden of running this organization has been spread; which in 
turn has revealed an entirely new untapped source of creativity, as I’m sure was the 
intention.  Michelle G. stepped down as president only to pick up as Centerline editor, 
and Cathy has gotten her long deserved reprieve after giving 12 years of editorial duties.  
Barb has now jumped into the driver’s seat, full of fire to make a difference, and her fire 
is only fueled by Lea riding shot gun!  I hope I don’ t sound too “Naples”  when I say 
SWFDA has had a complete face lift; and man, do we look good!   

 
To touch on some instrumental changes, I’d first like to mention the Volunteer of 

the Month.  While this may seem a small and almost simple idea, it has brought to the 
forefront how much our members do for our organization. This also allows us to show 
our appreciation that can so often, and so regrettably, go overlooked.  While we have 
never had a shortage of help in the past, I get the feeling that it was often concentrated in 
the hands of a few.  We have many new faces, and quite a few who have really stepped 
up to the plate to help.  Another change I want to mention is with our website. Hello 21st 
century!  Thanks to our wonderful computer geek, Beth, we are not only the proud 
owners of a fancy, not so new but very much improved, website; but we are able to 
communicate news and information in a new, very effective way.  I can’ t wait to see what 
exciting things lie ahead!   
 

Submitted by: 
Michelle Vastola 

 
 

Condolences 
 

SWFDA would like to express our deepest sympathy for Susan O©Bryan, our 
dedicated announcer, on the loss of her beautiful gray Arabian mare, Crystal. Susan bred 
and raised Crystal, and this mare was fortunate to have such a loving mom for more than 
two decades. We hope she is galloping in green pastures with her mane blowing in the 
wind feeling young and free. 

Submitted by: 
Cathy Cottrill 
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“ Checking”  Out Deep Creek Preserve 
 

On a glorious Saturday in mid-February, Barb Stark, Wise Guy, Rudy (aka 
Vocalist, now that I know his registered name), and I headed up the freeway at 8 am for 
Deep Creek Preserve. Barb wanted to check out the condition of the trails to see if it 
would be a good place for the March 1 SWFDA trail ride. By the time you read this, the 
trail ride probably will have already happened, but what the heck. 
 

We parked in the small area right off the road, which has lots of big gravel (ouch) 
and room for about two trailers. Barb has the combination for the gate, though, so there 
was plenty of space.                                                                                                                                                      

Parking:  
 

The porta-potty is conveniently located by the small parking area, but it was out 
of TP. (Thankfully, Barb’s rig is stocked with everything under the sun.) Note to upper 
management: Bring TP.                                                                                                  

Potty:  
 

We tacked up, got on, and headed down the grassy trail. Rudy boogies right along 
and usually likes to be in front of everybody, but Wise Guy boogies just as fast; so we did 
most of the ride side by side. When Wise Guy would get a little ahead now and then, 
Rudy seemed content enough, so it worked out fine. Right away, we came to the creek 
crossing (a deep creek, but not Deep Creek, as it turns out). There are two options for 
crossing: through the water or over the bridge. The water probably would have been easy 
enough, as it was only about 3 feet wide and looked to be about 2 inches deep. We opted 
for the bridge. It’s wooden, sturdy, about 15 feet wide and 20 feet long. Wise Guy (man 
of experience) clomped right onto it, and Rudy (never saw it before in his life) stopped. I 
think he was as surprised at Wise Guy’s clomping as anything else. Barb stopped in the 
middle and we waited while Rudy sniffed the edge of the bridge. Then he gingerly 
stepped onto it and tiptoed across. Good boy!                                                                                                                              

Creek crossing:  
 

The trails are more like lanes, wide enough for a car, and two horses can 
comfortably go side by side. Someone’s been doing a lot of bulldozer work on them. We 
very soon came to a section of trail that is very gravelly, but there was a parallel trail that 
was plowed-up sand. We took the plowed-up part, which turned out to be pretty deep 
(they sank about 4-6 inches). But it was okay and didn’ t go on too long. 

The footing on the rest of the trails varied. A lot of the trails were grass (my fave 
– we even trotted); some were firm, sandy earth; some were sand that had been plowed 
kind of deep, but a vehicle had been driven over them, making nice hard-packed tire 
tracks that were perfect to ride in. Here and there were places torn up by pigs, but some 
of those had also been driven over and so were okay to ride on. We ended up riding for 4 



hours (!), so I’m pretty sure we saw every square inch of the park.                            

Footing:  
 

Barb REALLY wanted to figure out how to get to the Peace River, and, by golly, 
we wandered around long enough that we stumbled across it! It was quite lovely and 
serene. Barb and I agreed that 35 years ago we would have charged right through the 
brush and down the bank to the water. Now, we are content to look at the water from the 
safe trail. As we headed back to the other trails, Barb kept careful track of the turns and 
forks so she can find it again. I was blissfully lost during the entire ride.                      

River:  
 

We came to another creek crossing, this one white gravel built up over culverts. 
Rudy barely hesitated, although he did look cross-eyed at the green-scum-water as we 
walked over. Wise Guy was unflapped, as usual. 
 

On the way back, when we came to the wooden bridge, Rudy politely waited until 
Wise Guy started across, then he cautiously proceeded. We then turned around and Rudy 
led the way back and forth over it about three more times.                                          

Bridge training:  
 

Barb wanted to check out the old barn (and I use that term loosely) next to the 
large parking area. To get to it, we had to walk past about five picnic tables and a small 
fire pit, and Rudy sniffed each and every one of them. The barn is, um, well, a complete 
shambles, unfit for any use whatsoever. There was, however, a water spigot near it that 
looked like it has been recently installed. We didn’ t get off to test it, but it had a slow 
drip, so it probably actually has water.                                                                         

Water:  
 

We finally got back to the trailer and got off. Wise Guy and Rudy rolled their 
eyes and said, “Sheesh! It’s about time!”  But don’ t let that fool you. They loved every 
minute of it. 

Had a great time:  
Submitted by: 

Be Engler 
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End of Show Season Social 
 

SWFDA would like for you all to make plans to attend our BBQ dinner on Friday 
evening April 18th at the Civic Center to celebrate another successful show season.  

 



Our shows continue to be a great success thanks in no small part to the efforts of 
all our wonderful volunteers. As our way of saying "thank you," SWFDA would like to 
treat you to a BBQ chicken dinner catered by Sonny©s.  

 
Competitors, friends, and family are all invited. There will be lots of fun and 

fellowship…not to mention a fabulous gift basket some lucky volunteer will get to take 
home. 

 
As mentioned before, all show season volunteers have pre-paid their meals with 

labor. The cost of the dinner for everyone will be $5.00. Reserve your dinner (or dinners) 
by either e-mailing me at charger733t@aol.com or with your entry for the April Charity 
Show.  
 

Submitted by: 
Karen McCulley 

 
 
 

Bits and Pieces Tack Shop 
����

We’ve added a new location…just off I-75, exit 143 across from Lawhon’s 
Grocery at 9521 Bayshore Road in North F. Myers. Please feel free to contact us at    
239-567-1846 or 239-565-9298 for exact directions, and then…just come on in!  

 
We are also available for questions via cyberspace at Bitsandpieces1@aol.com 

 
Watch for our Grand Opening Sale featuring 30% OFF all winter items,  50%  

OFF a huge clearance section, and weekly sales on different brands. As always, our 
prices are very competitive with catalogs as well as local vendors.  

 
We can’ t wait to see you! 
 

Submitted by: 
Sue Brown 
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Simply Put…Just a Per fect Day 

 
 Many thanks to Sandy Meador for inviting all of the SWFDA members to 
DaVinci Farm for the second leg of Barn Tour 2008!  
 There is no need to mention that the facility is perfectly managed and maintained. 
Who expected anything different? I arrived around 3 p.m. with my youngster Cruiser and 
warmed him up in the covered arena which was immaculately watered and raked. 
 Katie McClain was already there and riding her horse Montenegro. After enjoying 
about 30 minutes riding without the sun bearing down upon us and enjoying the view in 
the mirrors, we all decided to take a little trail ride. Sandy was our guide and took us 



around the property. She then invited us to take a little trail ride off the property, and we 
thought it would be a great idea! Not knowing where she would lead us, we bravely 
followed. The horses behaved very well. We walked through sandy trails and the horses 
seemed to enjoy the trip out of the ring.  
 The weather was perfect with some clouds and a little breeze which made for a  
Sunday afternoon that was just a perfectly pleasant experience for both horses and riders.  
 After returning to the barn, we all took good care of our horses. All horse people 
know that this type of work makes a person pretty thirsty. Perfect timing for that 
Margarita! Sandy makes her own “very special kind”  of Margarita, and we all loved it! 
Even Creme Brulee (Carol Vealey-Ellis’  horse) got a lick of it when he was turned out, 
and then, he refused to leave the party! 
 We all talked about horses (what a shocker!), but we also touched upon many 
other topics like cooking and the making of a perfect Margarita. 
 We departed Sandy©s place at 5.30 p.m. with the feeling that more friends were 
made and good times enjoyed. Even my non-horsey husband Albert couldn‘ t deny having 
a good time. 
 

Submitted by: 
Doris Suenkel  
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Our Wonder ful Web-Gir l 
 

 
 
 
 

Beth Yurkovac has been riding since she was 7 years old.  She grew up around a 
hunter/jumper barn in Virginia where she worked to be able to afford riding lessons. She 
could be found doing anything and everything…from stall cleaner to barn manager, from 
horse show groom to tack cleaner.  After a serious injury from a fall while schooling a 
green horse, her back was no longer able to handle the rigors of jumping. Who knew the 
dressage world would be so lucky as to gain Beth after such a mishap? 

 



Beth moved to Florida and fell in love with dressage. The sport got under her skin 
as it does for so many of us, and Beth continued to take lessons here and there until she 
was finally able to get her first horse, DuSan aka “Dennis the Menace.”  Beth and her 
handsome boy have been training with Tori for a little over a year and are showing 
Training level. Together, this team is progressing nicely as DuSan grows and matures.   
 

Beth works at a Medical and Rehab center; and, in her spare time when she’s not 
training or doing barn work, she can be found working as certified instructor for NEC.  
Beth is certainly not new to volunteering or hard work. Whether it’s actively working on 
SWFDA’s web site or playing groom for a friend at a horse show, Beth is always willing 
to lend a hand, and aren’ t lucky we are that she is? 
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Reflections on a Fun (Hectic?) Show Season 
 

 It©s been a busy show season, and our SWFDA members have been competing all 
over the state. But, this story isn©t just about blue ribbons and horse shows. It©s about 
friendship, camaraderie, and the art of making the best of a bad situation. It©s about 
sportsmanship, in and out of the saddle.  
 
 Take Lee Ann Harrington, for example. The night before she was to haul her 
dressage partner, Le Bob, to Venice for the Florida Dressage Concours in late February; 
someone moved a donkey onto the property next to Bobby©s barn, causing this normally 
calm boy to lose his cool every time the alien creature brayed. Lee Ann and husband Tom 
hoped a change of scenery would calm their gelding down. Unfortunately, the memory of 
the donkey stayed fresh in his mind, and Bobby managed to colic lightly after arriving in 
Venice. Needless to say, Lee Ann did not compete that weekend. Instead, she spent 
Friday night with the vet and a good chunk of Saturday observing her horse to make sure 
he was recovering well. 
  
 What else did she do? Mope around? Whine? Lament monies and competition 
time lost? Not Lee Ann. She proceeded to use her time helping everyone in our group 
with anything we needed. She groomed, wiped boots, called tests, cleaned stalls, and 
generally made herself cheerful and useful. Yep, she made lemonade from all those 
lemons and never once made the smallest of gripes about her situation. A tip of the hat to 
Lee Ann for being such a good sport! Bobby, by the way, is home safe and living 
comfortably next door to the donkey.  
 
 Another good sport has been Hanna Stroemer who was injured when a stray, yet 
exuberant, kick by her Friesian, Teake, put her in the hospital. Though her folks were 
initially concerned that Hanna had a serious shoulder injury, it turned out to be her liver 
that had sustained the brunt of the accidental kick. A CT scan showed a laceration and 
Hanna spent quite a few days in the surgical intensive care unit.  
 
 Now, home from the hospital, she©s out of the saddle for at least several months. 
Hanna is not only unable to ride; but she is not supposed to anything even remotely 
dangerous, like walk up the stairs unassisted, or ride in the car. In short, this teenager is 



on house arrest during the height of show season in a year when she and Teake were 
consistently scoring in the 70s at the big shows. We wish her a swift recovery and 
commend her for having such a positive attitude!  
 
 
 A salute to Katie McClain for taking up Teake’s reins, so he could continue 
showing. Additional kudos to Hanna©s mom, Wendi, and sister, Rachel, for carrying on 
the family©s show endeavors despite the serious void left by Hanna’s absence. 
 
 Speaking of Katie McClain, now a pro, she©s been showing two horses: a sale boy 
named Urquin at second level, and Teake at first level. At the Wellington Dressage 
Classic the weekend of March 8-9, Katie earned scores well into the 60s in all four of her 
tests, including a 68% on Teake against some heavy hitters!  
 
 Rachel Stroemer, aboard her Dutch riding pony Sandokan, is hitting her stride, 
collecting some big scores at training level, and developing into a seasoned competitor. 
Rachel is always cheerful and helpful at shows, plus she does one heck of a French braid. 
Thanks, Rachel!  
 
 Congrats to Kelly Jorgensen and Lucas for winning 2 of their classes at the last 
Venice show. This elegant duo, together for less than a year, is bonding beautifully and 
has made a splendid entrance into first level!  
 
 Michelle Gerlach©s students would like to congratulate her on a successful season 
at third and fourth levels aboard her beloved Udjang (aka Udi). At the recent Wellington 
show, Michelle collected 2 red ribbons, scoring consistently in the mid-60s against tough 
competition. We are so proud of Michelle and look forward to seeing her compete at the 
FEI level.  
 
 There will be a huge contingent of SWFDA members competing at the Double 
Delight in Venice the first weekend in April. I am looking forward to seeing all of you 
there showing your club spirit as well as your horses!  
 

Submitted by:  
Cathy Cottrill  

 
 
 
 Please note that Cathy and her lovely gray darling, Stella, have had a successful 
season as well. She is getting those upper 60% scores that everyone dreams will appear 
on their test sheets…and she is doing it at 2nd level! We all know 3rd level is on the 
horizon, and I expect success will follow her there as well. 
 

 
 


