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Times Have Changed 

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŘŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ŜǊŀ whose only safety devises included 
the cord that ran the length of the backside of the front seats (which I used to pretend was 
my driving lines to my team of pulling horses). It also had the safety strap that hung from the 
top of the window and was used primarily when we careened around icy mountain curves 
ǿƛǘƘ оллл Ŧƻƻǘ ŘǊƻǇ ƻŦŦǎ όƴƻ ƎǳŀǊŘ ǊŀƛƭύΦ !ƘƘΧƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ L ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ 
the seat belt law! 

However, times change and now our children are much more protected (dare I say too much 
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΚύΦ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎΩŜƴǎ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ǿŜΣ ŀǎ so-called adults, should have choices. 
The freedom of choice is wonderful! However, times have changed and litigation has changed 
us. 

How does all this rambling pertain to SWFDA concerns, you ask? You guessed it--helmets! 

 Personally, I HATE them! There, L ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘΦ !ǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ L ƻōƧŜŎǘΣ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ 
NOT all about me, so I am forced to consider others in this safety issue. Let me explain that 
{²5C!Ωǎ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀ άƘŜƭƳŜǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘέ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 
We need insurance to protect ourselves against litigation, right? But who should police this 
request? Do we hire an armed guard or do we leave it to the discretion of the individual 
rider? If we are at a facility that also is required to have insurance, should we, out of respect 
and in deference to the legal requirements, wear safety head gear? Consider the 
ramifications: 1.The facility might not allow us to return. 2. What kind of example are we 
ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚ оΦ hYΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ 

So, fellow horse enthusiasts, remember that when we travel to another facility, out of respect 
and with legal ramificationsΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
litigation. In the meanwhile, I will wear my seat belt to preserve my face from hitting the dash 
board and dare to ride my horse buck necked (head-wise) while at home, on the trail, or 
other non-SWFDA sponsored events.  

Did I mention I hate hats?  

~~~Barb Stark  
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SWFDA Holds First Annual Dressage Open House  
October 31st turned out to be a beautiful day to host our first annual dressage open house at the 

wonderful manicured facility of DaVinci Farms in Fort Myers! 
Activities started at 9 a.m. and after a slow start, folks started to trickle in.   Spectators enjoyed our 

demo-rides, Halloween-activities, and an assortment of games.  The barn tours were also a huge hit and well 
received!  We sold over 850 tickets to buy food, drinks, used tack and do games.  Get well wishes were sent 
to Elaine Sherer who came down with the flu.  Bravo will surely get his chance to show off his fancy steps at 
our next open house. 

Everybody was in a relaxed mood - the only thing that stressed some of the horses was the huge drill 
that was working in the corner to drill a new well.  Poor Sandyτher well collapsed the day before the event! 

I would like to send a big THANK YOU to all the volunteers and helpers that made the day a huge 
success for our club: 
 
Demo-riders:  Carol Herron, Be Engler, Ashely Gornik. Jessica Reynolds, Evelyn Drysdale, Michelle Vastola, 
Mona Raux and me. 

 
Volunteers:  
Lesley + Steve Pryce - tack and soda sale 
Cathy Cottril - selling tickets and giving club information 
Susan O'Brien - announcer 
Carol Herron - barn tours 
Barb STark - custome class jury 
Fran Spears + Marilee Tyrell - bake sale 
Mona Raux - helping at ticket booth 
Michellle Vastola - games for kids + barn tours 
Jessica + Evelyn - helping with games and barn tour 
Mike Brown - horse shoeing demo 
Martha Dodd - face painting 
Elaine Cornwall - paint the pony 

 
Very special thanks to Sandy who helped me organize the event & get all the details out to the media!  FOX4 

News and the News Press attended to the event with reporters anxious to discover more about our club. 
Please forgive me if I forgot anybody!!! 

 
We roped in 8 new members during the event as well as 2 new sponsors! 

 
DANKESCHOEN / THANK YOU / MUCHAS GRACIAS!!!!  

 
~~~Doris Suenkel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sponsor Spotlight  
 

 


